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Fart I - Bul Chy
Milltery Situstion

1. e following are the ouly remsining Frenchecontrolled poste snd villages
in the Bul Chu sres: Bui Chu 168elf, Haph Thien (106-2T3 20«14}, Iac Quan
{(106+18; 20«15}, Ngo Uong, Luw Dong, Hac Van, Ngoe Cur snd Phu Whai. y
Traffic is permitted between Hamh Thien, Bul Chu snd FPhu Nbel during thke
day. Provisione sre gent to other posts either by ses or a;ira

2. Prior to 25 February 1952 the erer in & four<kilometer radius aroung Bud
Chi hed not been stitacked., Rumors that the Demgeratic Republic of Vietnem
(ry) was sevding troops to the area from Thei Bimh, Thanh Hoe and Nghe Ang
prompied Vietpamege fovees to stismck & DRV villsge four kilometers from the
Bishop's Pelace in order to test the streugth and equipment of the DRY tLrogps.
The Vietvamese were forced to retreat urder sgrial profectico and ag & result
wf the Pighting, the offieces of the Chief of Provinee, formerly neer the 25X1
Highop's Pelsce, were wmoved three kilometers away to Ngoe Cuc,

k.  There ave Cowmmunist strusghiclis within one kilometer of the town of Bul Chu.
The most Importent Comrunist-controlled villages awe Tra Doal srd Trs Bag.
e Gows of Bul Chu mid the cathedral and tewn of Phu ¥hai sre poorly defended
by imsufficiently srmed Cathclic self+-defense units.

5.  On 27 acd 28 March tle Tue Thuy (106-203 20-19) prison; 2.5 kilometers from Bul
Guy en the road to Hens Tuier, was attacked by DRV forces. The prison's 160
wilitery snd political prisoners staged a revold when the firgt DRV shoig were
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heard st L a.m. on 25 March 1952. This second attsck was unexpected since the
Pirgt atback by & commandn unit on 27 March had been successfully repulsed.

The second sttack was made by one compeny of regulsr troops and two Tu Ve (selfw
defense) companies divided into two groups, one charged with blocking reinforces
ments coming from Hanh Thien snd the other with sttacking the prigon. As g
regult of the pregsure both from within snd cutside the prison, the gusrds fled,
sllowing 51l 160 priscners to escape.

Politieal Situation

6. Bui Chu is importent to the DRV primsrily s a rice-growing area. The IRV
agricultural tax is collected in rice at an sverage of 400 kilograms per mau
{3,600 sguare meters). The rice i then shipped to Thanh Hoa by ses.

7. The DRV distriet Adminisitrative snd Resistance Commltiees, composed of &
council of seven men charged with military and political edministration, have
&ll ben reorganized.

8., The DRV 18 circulating s rew type of currency in the Bul Chu area. These new
bille were printed in Czechoslovekia. One new Ho Chi Minh (HCM) piaster is
worth ten of the old-type HCM piasters and four Indochinese plasters.

9. Cowmpulsory wilitary service is imposed on all men snd women of the DRV zongs
under 45 years of sge.

18, TRV propagenda setivities include meetings held every morning as the Catholie
population returns from ehurch. They heve been more successful, however, im
gaining control over the Suddhist villeges in the mrea. Commnist control is
most widespread in the villages of Hosnh Nha (106~323 20~17), Ha Lan (106~19;
20-11} 5 Gla Cu aud Tay Lac. ) :

11, The DRV always tries to gain conbrol of & village through widespread propagends
before meking & military atteck. If cbliged to attack, the population im
spared s mich B8 possible; and captured priscnerg, with the exception of field
of fivers, are usually released.

12.  The DRV hag begun arresting Cathelic youths of Bul Chu end concentrating them
in Thai Birh. As & resull; meny of the lemders of various surrounding parishes
have taken refuge in the ares sround the Bighop's Palace, where a force of 1,000
troops has beex formed. However, this force lacks arms and food supplies.

13. The DRV has plundered many of the parishes, teking, in particular; the priests®
- sutomobiles, motorsysles and typewrlters.

“eo Abtitude of the Populabion

14, At firgt the enbire population, with the exception of the Catholics; weleomed
the return of the (ommuniste B8R & change | ]25X1
25X1- [ Howevers they bave beer disillusioned by the high DRV rice tax,
vompulsory military gervice snd umpaid lsbor.

25X1
Part II < Phat Diem

15,
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16. The following towns, slong Route Provineiamle No. 10, have been evacumted and
gerve as buffer villmges: Tha Chung, Dong Dme, (106-053 20-06), Huong Dao
(1064055 20406}, and Tu Tan (106-033 20<06). Houses along both sides of
Route Provincisle No. 10, particularly around the French comnand post ab Tri
Chimh (106-0h; £0<06), have been destroyed in order to prevent the IRV from
uging them ag bases for sabotage asctivities.

17. The posts of Nul Sau, Pauong Nal {106-023 20~07), Binh Hai and Tien Nong
{106~3k; 20+55); 10 to 20 kilometers from Phat Diem, have been completely
destroyed. 'The entire comstsl reglon from Bul Chu to Thenh Hom is &lso out 25X1
of French hends and is the route used by the DRV to reach Interzone IV.

18.

19.

20 .

2l.

22,

23.

2k,

Communist Activities

25, The DRV Administrative snd Resistance Committees have been reorganized in nearly
all the villages, either clandestinely or openly. The villages &re controlled
during the dgy by the loenl self-defemse unlts, buf are ralded st night by the
DRY troops charged with the destruction of roads and bridges. The bridges ut
Huong Daoc #nd Jong Dac have both been destroyed.

26, The DRV has begun arresting the most prominent members of the various Cetholic
organizations, primerily those between the ages of 18 and 35.

2T. They bave algo begun taking rice from the Catholie populstion, wherees formerly
they taxed only the nom=Catholics.

28, A new type of Ho Chi Minh currency is being circulsted in the Phat Diem ares .2
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Entey into Phat Diem 15 prohibited until three o’clock in the gfternopn. Autos

mobile trefPic hes cemged along the importsnt Route Provineisle No. 10, which

16 an asphalt rosd Joining Phat Diem with the importent post of Phuc Khae (106-0ks
20-09), Merchants and civilien travelers from Therh Hoa can enter Phat Diem only
by olandestine infiltration. )

Nam Dinh (105-563 21-18) wmey be reached from Fhit Diem only by river, Commercisl
bosts must travel under militery escort and convoys leave Phat Diem twice weekly,
on Wednesdsy and Fridsy. River commirications were guspended , however, following

‘8 DRV attack oo s comumereial convoy ob 8 April 1952. Beveral clvil gervents were

arrepted and the bosts burned, but the Commnists tock none of the merchandlse.

Communicstions between Phat Diem and Bul Chu are completely cut. Bul Chu may be
reached from Nem Dink only by plane.

The Phet Diem mirfield iz capable of recelving Morspes. It woulf be possible ,'
however, to enlarge the field apd sccommodate larger planes.

Lo 25X1

2, | | Corment. For edditionsl information concerning new DRV eurrenty on5yq

3.
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